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Iran Theater- The Gener-
al Directorate of Dramatic
Arts Center published the
statistics of its one-year activ-
ities in various fields on the
eve of the government week.
4,480 shows were performed
across the country, which
attracted more than three
million spectators in the past
year (from 23 August, 2022
to 22 August, 2023).

Iranian Theater Draws in 3 million spectators

The statistics of one-year ac-
tivities of the General Direc-
torate of Dramatic Arts were
announced in the fields of theat-
er performance, publishing,
training, insurance and support
services, informing and organ-
izing national and international
theater events. In total, 4480
plays were produced in Tehran
and the provinces of the coun-
try between 23 August, 2022
to 22 August, 2023 and 39289
performances were performed.
The theater staged in Iran have
attracted 3,034,125 spectators.

Financial assistance for 311

theatrical troupes

186 groups in Tehran and
125 groups in other provinc-
es have benefited from the
support system for artists.

More than 60 provincial and
thematic festivals, 4 interna-
tional festivals and 4 regional
festivals have been held with
the direct and indirect support
of the General Directorate of
Dramatic Arts Center in the
last twelve months.

The presence of Iranian theat-
er companies in the interna-
tional arena
The International Relation
Department of Dramatic Arts
Center of Iran has announced
its one-year activities, which
include sending a theater group
abroad, accepting 16 foreign
theater groups with 186 guests
in international festivals such
as Fadjr International Theater
Festival, the Mystics (Sahebde-
lan) Theatre Festival and, Teh-

Kazem Nazari
opened the black
box hall in Arak city

Iran Theater- Kazem Naz-
ari, the Director General of
Dramatic Arts Center and
ITI President of Iran, on
the occasion of the govern-
ment week, traveled to the
central province and opened
the Black Box Arak hall and
went to Zarandiyeh city
and watched the works of
the participants in the 7th
Ta'zieh Festival of this city.

Arak Black Box Hall was
opened on Thursday, 24
August 2023, with the pres-
ence of Kazem Nazari and
officials of Central Prov-
ince.

This black box Hall with an
area of 1500 square meters
is located in the central park
of Arak city and is equipped
with appropriate halls and
technical facilities.

More than 700 artists are
organized and working in
33 theater groups in the cen-

ran Puppet Festival and...
Publishing special magazines
and books
Namayesh Publications of the
General Directorate of Dramat-
ic Arts has published two mag-
azine and three quarterly maga-
zines in the past twelve months
and 10 books about theater.
Holding courses and work-
shops

After a 15-year educational hia-
tus, the General Department of
Dramatic Arts put the free theat-
er education plan (Experience
with veterans) on its agenda
and restarted theater education
in the provinces by sending 15
prominent, capable and veteran
teachers. 683 artists and students
participated in these courses.
More than 400 teachers from

tral province, which suffer
from the lack of suitable
halls.Kazem Nazari said
about the launch of this
black box hall: Having a
suitable hall has always
been one of the rightful de-
mands of the theater artists
of Central Province, and
Arak Black Box Hall was
built with the efforts of
Arak City Council and Mu-
nicipality to provide a suit-
able space for performanc-
es and training of artists.
He added: I hope that this
hall can help the produc-
tions of the central prov-
ince with good manage-
ment and strengthen the
atmosphere of dramatic
arts in this province.

The general director of
Dramatic Arts Center em-
phasized: Dramatic arts as-
sociation and Arak artists
should activate and pro-
mote this hall. We are also
trying to organize good
theatrical events for the
central province and hold
good quality festivals in it.

Tehran province were trained in
the training and empowerment
courses for educational coach-
es of Tehran province, with the
teaching of 8 professors in the
field of dramatic arts.
Information and media support
The public relations of the Gen-
eral Directorate of Dramatic
Arts and the Iran Theater web-
site, which have the largest net-
work of theatrical portals in the
country, played an effective role
in informing and supporting in
the past twelve months by pro-
ducing and publishing 960 video
reports, 7232 news, reviews, in-
terviews and reports. 43 weekly
issues in Persian and 9 monthly
issues in English have also been
published by the General Di-
rectorate of Dramatic Arts.
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THeater FestivaL Fer CHiLdreN & YoutH

Yazd to host the Children
and Young Adult Theater
Festival
Iran Theater-Yazd province
will host the 28th Interna-
tional Children and Young
Adult Theater Festival under
presidency of Amir Mashhadi
-Abbas as artistic director.
Hamedan Governorate failed
to fulfill its commitments for
holding the 28th Children
and Young Adult Theater
Festival, Therefore festival
will be held in Yazd province
due to the need for quick
planning for the holding of
this artistic event as best as
possible and with the follow
-ups and consultations of
the deputy of artistic affairs
and the General Directorate
of Performing Arts Center
and based on the initial
understanding with the

governor of Yazd.

Iran Theater- Keivan Kasirian, the director of '"Reading Rhi-
noceros" considered the use of five versions with four different
translations from the play " Rhinoceros" written by Eugéne
Ionesco as a result of their strange linguistic differences and
said that he tried to get away from everything that overshad-
ows listening to the play.

Keivan Kasirian, journalist, film critic and theater director,
recently has directed "Rhinoceros Reading", in which the play
"Rhinoceros" with four Farsi translations by Jalal Al-e-Ahmad,
Pari Saberi, Media Kashigar and Sahar Davart has been performed.
Many believe that stage reading is mostly done for works that
have been recently translated, so the audience can be familiar
with the play or as an option for future performances; But you
chose the popular play. The play "Rhinoceros" is one of the most
famous contemporary modern plays, and the simple reason for
this choice is our current situation, which is similar to the play
"Rhinoceros". Of course, I also had a memory with some of the
cast of this stage reading from the performance of this play at
Shiraz University, which had influence in choosing it.

You used four different translations instead of one. Was
there a particular difference between them? Yes, these trans-
lations had strange linguistic differences. Differences that
sometimes made us refer to the original text.On the other
hand, I preferred the play to have more variety. Therefore,
the role of the actors changed every night, and each actor
experienced different roles on stage, which was considered
a new challenge and experience.

Wasn't it difficult to use this number of texts and actors and change
their roles every night of the play reading?

Directing this play is difficult in any form. We performed this show
as a play reading performance, but a lot of rehearsals were done to
reach the required standards.

Samaneh Partovi: performance with no spo-
ken words shows the emotions of the actor
Iran Theater- Samaneh Partovi, the actress of "Circle", said
that the cast pulls out their feelings from the depths of their

being in performance with no spoken words.

k ok ok
The show "Circle which is directed by Reza Erfani, was staged
from the 1st to 20th of August, starring Sahar Kahani, in the
Hossein Nouri theater in Mashhad city.
This show was also performed in Tehran and seven cities of
Razavi Khorasan.
"Circle" is a one man show, parts of which were performed
interactively by the performer, and soil was the main material
used in the theater.
Samaneh Partovi, the actress of "Circle" in Mashhad, said about
her performance in this show: The first reason I accepted to act
in this show was to work with Reza Erfani and use his experi-
ence and knowledge. The second reason for accepting the role
in this show was its different type of performance and its lack
of words.
This actor explained: performance with no spoken words was a
completely new experience for me. At first, I found it very diffi-
cult, but during the training, I realized that the fact that there is
no dialogue makes it enjoyable for me as an actress.
She added that actually, the words help the performer, and for
this reason, she makes less effort to pull out her feelings from
the depths of her being; but in the performance without spoken
word, she could express and revive her inner feelings more.
In the end, Samaneh Partovi said: "Circle" was a historical show
without words, which was presented by a performer with the
help of symbols and signs, and she forced the audience to par-
ticipate in the presentation of this event.



