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Iran Theater- Onur

Kaya, a Turkish artist
who participated in the
second Zanjan Interna-
tional Pantomime Festival,
described the festival as a
great pantomime event in
the east.

The mime show "The Last
Moment" by Onur Kaya, was
performed on the third day of
the Zanjan International Pan-
tomime Festival in the area of
the Imam Khomeini Cultural
Center in Zanjan on Wednes-
day, October 11.

Kaya said that he start-
ed theater as an amateur in
2004: After four years of ex-
perimental presence on the
theater stage, 1 started my
professional activity in 2008
and then entered the world of
pantomime.

The director explained about
the theme of his show: I
choose the subject of my per-
formance in front of the audi-

ence, and the concept of my
work is conveyed to the au-
dience exactly like the title of
my show in the last moment.
He clarified: Pantomime is
a technical art and I tried to
present a technical show ac-
cording to the educational
approach of the festival. Pan-
tomime can have a subject
for education or only have
an entertainment aspect and
create happy times for the au-
dience. In fact, it is the choice
of the mime artist who wants
to teach some points or pro-
vide moments to entertain the
audience, and this does not
create an obligation for the
artist.

Andrea Fedi: The power of the Zanjan panto-
mime festival is the talented Iranian youth

Iran Theater- Andrea Fedi, the Italian writer and director who
participated in the second Zanjan international pantomime
festival, believes that the presence of art seekers and Iranian
talented youth is the strength of this festival.

The pantomime show "Crazy Animals" written and di-
rected by Andrea Fedi from Italy, was staged on Wednes-
day, October 11, at the second international pantomime

festival.

On the sidelines of his performance, describing the art of
pantomime and its place in the world, he said: Pantomime
is an art in which the artist conveys his message to the
audience with body and hand movements.

This artist continued:"If I were to go to another country
to present my art with a verbal show, it would not be pos-
sible for many to understand my language; While people
can understand art of pantomime and the artist's message
through hand and body movements, therefore understand-
ing the language of pantomime is possible for any nation-

ality with any language.

Andrea Fedi expressed his satisfaction with holding such
a festival in Zanjan and continued: The presence of young
people and young people seeking art, with good talents in
pantomime, is the strong point of the festival

This Italian writer and director said to pantomime artists:
It is not enough for an artist to work for himself, they must
go on stage and present their art, accept their mistakes and
be able to repeat and practice a very good performance

and Have a great time.

The director of the "Last Mo-
ment" explained: Participat-
ing in the festival frees me
from the living environment
and physical problems that |
have been dealing with for a
long time. I had decided not
to go on stage again, but at
the last moment I changed
my mind and came to Iran.
My physical problem is not
severe, but I get dizzy during
some performances. How-
ever, | accepted the risk and
came to [ran.

He stated that the holding of
the Zanjan International Pan-
tomime Festival is an impor-
tant event for the art of the
East: "If this festival was held

Onur kaya: Zanjan Festival is the great pantomime event of the East ]

in Europe, I would definitely
have no reason to participate
in it, because this art is taught
well in European countries,
but in the east, we still need
to teach each other this art.
Onur kaya, a mime actor and
director said about the qual-
ity of mime shows in Zanjan
festival: The holding of Zan-
jan fegtival is a very prom-
ising event. I think that it’s
a very valuable thing, when
mime artists from several
countries have been invited
to participate in this event.
That is in a situation where
many countries are afraid
of being in Iran due to false
propaganda."

e \"‘I:l“‘r‘uu ...__.me
2nd Zanjan ntagr:::m P.antom| Festiva
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Abdulrahman Sharif: The scene determines
pantomime format

Iran Theater- Pointing out that it is important to pay attention
to the idea and movements in pantomime, Abdulrahman
Sharif, a Tunisian writer and director who participated in the
second Zanjan pantomime festival, said that it is usually the
stage that determines pantomime format.

* % %

Abdulrahman Sharif, the playwright and director of the show
"Without a story of bloodshed" is from Tunisia, who partici-
pated in the second Zanjan international Pantomime Festival.
Pointing out that he has been performing this show on stage
for three years, Sharif said: For the first time, I rehearsed
and performed this play at my place of residence, and due
to the warm reception of the audience, the play has been on
stage for three years.I have tried to choose a universal sub-
ject. "Emigration was one of the most important issues that

I dealt with.

Pointing out that the true meaning of the show is "life with-
out superstitions of an ignorant person", the director added:
This show deals with social, cultural and political issues that
happen to people due to immigration.

Sharif said about the popularity of pantomime in Tunisia:
Fortunately, the Ministry of Culture of Tunisia cares about

all artistic interests and tastes

and provides all kinds of help

for the growth and promotion of artists with any kind of
views, ideas and in any genre and format. Tunisia has done

a lot in the field of theater.
effort has been made for the

But unfortunately, not much
art of pantomime. Of course

more attention has been paid to the art of pantomime in the

last two years.

3R I\

The closing ceremony of Iran’s second
International Pantomime Festival takes
place in Zanjan
Iran Theater- The 2nd edition of Zanjan International Panto-

mime Festival concludes its events on Thursday, October 12.
% % %
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The closing ceremony which took place at Roozbeh Internation-
al Conference Hall in Zanjan Theater witnessed the distribution
of awards and a golden glove was awarded to the family of the
late Ferdous Kaviani.

The artists and veterans of theater art in Zanjan and officials
participated in the closing ceremony: Mahmoud Salari (Deputy
of Arts Affairs of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance),
Kazem Nazari (Director General of Dramatic Arts Center),
Amrullah Hasani (Director General of Culture and Islamic
Guidance in Zanjan), Sasan Qajar (artistic director of Festival),
Marko Stojanovic( head of the World Mime organization)
Esrafil Farajollahi, (the CEO of the Dramatic arts association).
“Macbeth” grabbed Best Director, Best actress, Best stage
and best costume awards. Javed Esmaili grabbed the second
place as the best director for the show "In Search of Hap-
piness". The third place went to Amin Delpazir for the show
"Bride of Qanat". The special jury prize went to Hamid
Ghezelbash for the shows "Roots" and "Rahde Dobal"
because of the strong connection with the audience, dynamic
Structure and fun.

The 2nd edition of the festival kicked off on October 7, 2023,
with the support of the General Department of Dramatic Arts,
General Department of Culture and Islamic Guidance of
Zanjan Province, Iranian Dramatic Arts Association, Zan-
jan Pantomime House and Zanjan Provincial Institutions.

Farzad Ravaie on My name is Sargarmi

Iran Theater- The director "My name is Sargarmi"
believes that pantomime should be understandable and
entertaining for the audience in order to keep the inner
child alive, otherwise the audience will reject it.

Farzad Ravaie is director of " My name is Sargarmi " which
will be performed on the last day of the 2nd Zanjan Interna-
tional Pantomime Festival.

He said about the performance style of this play: I work in
pantomime in clown style. In fact, I separated various pan-
tomime comedy items and placed them in different places of
the show to separate the audience from the crowded atmos-
phere of society for a few minutes.

The artist continued: I mostly worked for children in the past,
but I also perform for adults nowadays . Our theater is a one
man show and it's about a person who wakes up one morning
and gets ready to go to work, but his bag is so heavy that he
struggles with it and the story continues... I also have a theat-
rical play during the performance.

Ravaie also gave an explanation about the history of this
show: Last year, It was performed on Salamat Network and
the program "Lobia Zodbia" and was well received.

He had an opinion about the impact of pantomime on the au-
dience: " I think for attract the audience, pantomime should
be valued more and its entertainment aspect should be high-
lighted, because pantomime is non- verbal performance and
it should be easy for the audience to understand it. Because
the power of speech, which is the most important element
in the show, is taken from the audience and it is done only
through body movements; Therefore, it should be designed
in a way that is understandable and to keep the inner child of
audiences alive.
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Iran Theater- Marko
Stojanovic, head of the
‘World Mime organization,
praised the holding of

the second International
Pantomime Festival in
Zanjan and emphasized
that he witnessed good and
remarkable works in the
festival, which shows the
interest and enthusiasm of
young people towards the
art of pantomime.

[ Marko Stojanovic: Holding Zanjan Pantomime Festival is admirable ]

Stojanovic points out that
pantomime, like any other
art, has had ups and downs:
Although pantomime is a
universal language, it has
been at its lowest level for
the past 15 years, and un-
fortunately, it has not been
at its peak for nearly half a
century.

He continued: The reason
pantomime is neglected
can be seen in the charac-
ter-oriented nature of this
art. Pantomime has always
depended on the artist. In
fact, whenever the actor
was popular, pantomime
show became popular, and

whenever the performer
was unknown, the show
was also influenced by
performer.

The head of the World
Mime Organization be-
lieves that the golden age
of pantomime and silent
works goes back to the
time of silent films and art-
ists such as Charlie Chap-
lin and Buster Keaton. Ba-
sically, that period of time
can be called the golden
period of pantomime, after
that time nothing new has
happened.

He said: After the golden
age of pantomime, Etienne

Amin Delpazir:
A specialized
pantomime festival
helps to develop ideas
Iran Theater- Amin Delpazir;
the director of the show
""Aroos Qanat/ Bride of
Qanat " believes that the
specialized mime festival
leads to the growth of ideas
and the familiarity of artists
and people with these perfor-

mances.
* % %

Amin is the writer and director
of the show "Aroos Qanat"
which will be staged on Tues-
day, October 10, on the second

day of the second pantomime
festival in Zanjan.

He, who is attending the Zanjan
International Pantomime Festi-
val from Yazd city, said: "It is
my first non-verbal experience.
Thie Zanjan Pantomime festi-
val is attractive because I think
that such festivals will defi-
nitely help the growth of ideas.
During the festival, new works
will be produced and more
artists will be attracted to this
form of art.

He explained: 1 wasn't person-
ally interested in non-verbal
and pantomime works, but
when a performance idea came

Decroux invented mime
corporeal in this field. He
was not very popular, but
he is known as the father
of modern pantomime.
Marcel Marceau was also
his student. Marceau was
able to gain a lot of pop-
ularity in pantomime and
thanks to him, pantomime
returned to its popularity.
Director of the World
Mime Organization added
At the same time as World
War II, Marcel Marceau
sought to expand the art
of pantomime. He was one
of those who took action
against the Germans in

to my mind, I thought that
through this festival I would
have a new experience so that
I might become interested in it.
I must say that this happened. I
like the use of light, music, and
movement instead of words,
and I think if the image is
more, the work will be richer.
Amin Delpazir explained the
theme of "Aroos Qanat": "It’s
about drought and prayer for
rain. There has been a drought
for several years in Yazd city;
In the past, They sent an inno-
cent and young girl to the aq-
ueduct to dredge it; In a way,
there is a request for water and
a prayer for rain in this ancient
custom.

He continued: Our show fo-
cuses on the dramatic mo-
ment when the girl is brought
into the aqueduct. The con-
nection she establishes with
Qanat and..."

Delpazir announced the num-
ber of performers in the play:
"There are two actors on the
stage, but since we have live
music in the work, two musi-
cians will also perform some
kind of music.

World War 11, and He with
his brother tried to enter-
tain orphaned children with
the art of pantomime in the
basement he prepared for
them. Unfortunately, Mar-
cel Marceau died in 2007,
after his death the era of
pantomime's decline began
again.

He said: "In recent years,
Rowan Atkinson is the
only non-verbal artist who
has been in many works
as MR.bean, but unfortu-
nately he is not known as
a pantomime artist. Critics
claim that what he does is
not pantomime at all.
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An artist couple is
producing the Hamlet
in Iran

A.D Baloch: Art brings peace to the world
Iran Theater: AD Baloch, a Pakistani writer and director who at-
tended at the second international pantomime festival in Zanjan,
stated that art brings peace to the world.

w

He explained that mime show "Roshani" tells the story of the lim-
itations of women in society, especially in the field of education.
The writer and director of the pantomime show, "Roshni", said
about the content of this work: This show is about burying girls
alive in the era of the Prophet. Although there is no longer the
problem of burying girls alive, there are still restrictions for
them in some countries, especially in the field of education and
improving the social and individual level. The purpose of "Ro-
shani" is to show the power of women in Pakistan and also in
the whole world and the importance of education and acquiring
knowledge for them.

Referring to the presence of Pakistan in the international sec-
tion of the festival, Baloch explained: This festival brings the
cooperation between Iran and Pakistan closer in every way, and
it makes us proud that we performed in Iran and watched the
works of Iranian artists and other countries.

He said: We have come to Iran from Baluchestan, one of the
states of Pakistan, to participate in the festival. In this state, pan-
tomime is less noticed, while pantomime is more prominent in
Islamabad and Lahore.

Hiromi Hosokawa: Iranian actors express
their feelings perfectly

Iran Theater- Japanese director Hiromi Hosokawa, who

participated in 2023 Zanjan pantomime festival with the

mime show "Shine", considered Iranian actors as artists

who show their emotions very well.
* % %

Hosokawa, the Japanese director, staged the show "Shine" on the
second day of the Zanjan International Pantomime Festival in the
art hall of Imam Khomeini Cultural Center in Zanjan city.
Hosokawa pointed out that the mime show has three episodes:
The stories of these three episodes are unrelated to each other, and
the audience actually sees three different performances.

The Japanese artist added: The first episode titled "Opera Ship"
tells the science-fiction story of an astronaut who travels to space
to save a prince. The second episode is a comedy called "The
Tools of a High-ranking Angel" and it tells the story of an angel
who tries to help and save people; And the third one Portrait of the
Painter has a social theme . It refers to the life story of the painter
who paints his image. The director of "Shine" said about the sta-
tus of pantomime in Japan: "Before, pantomime shows were not
common in Tokyo city. So I decided to found a group called My
Muric. The primary goal was to increase the number of shows and
introduce pantomime to the audience. She has watched several
Iranian performances at the Zanjan pantomime festival: Perfor-
mances by Iranian artists are excellent.
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