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Iran Theater- The closing
ceremony of the 21st Inter-
national Traditional and
Ritual Theater Festival
was held on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 2 with the presence
of the Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance in
Gorgan.

The theatrical groups that par-
ticipated in the festival, veteran
artists and general managers of
culture and Islamic guidance of
the five host provinces were hon-
ored at the closing ceremony.

The closing ceremony was
held with the presence of
Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili
(Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance), Ali Moham-
mad Zanganeh (Governor of
Golestan), Mahmoud Salari
(Deputy of Arts Affairs of the
Minister of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance), Kazem Nazari
(Director General of Dramatic
Arts), Esrafil Farajollahi (CEO
of the Dramatic Arts Associa-

Richard Schechner
and Marvin Carlsen on
the origins of ritual
performances and
artificial intelligence

Iran Theater- Richard
Schechner and Marvin
Carlsen, two prominent
figures of world theater,
presented their points of
view about the origin of
ritual theater and in the
seminar section of the 21st
International Traditional

and Ritual Theater Festival
% % %
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tion), Mohammad Ra’yat (Di-
rector General of Culture and
Islamic Guidance of Golestan)
and a large number of artists
from all over the country in
Fakhroddin Asadgorgani Hall
in Gorgan city.

Ahmad Joulaie, the artistic
director of the 21st Tradition-
al and Ritual Theater Festival
presented a report about hold-
ing the festival: Artists partic-
ipated in the festival tried to
keep the festival exciting in
the best possible way. While
we were facing a lot of time
constraints to hold this edition,
good things happened in the
festival with the efforts of all

One of the important events
of the festival was the hold-
ing of the seminar section
with Narges Yazdi as manager
and the well-known figures
of world theater participated
in seminar such as Richard
Schechner and Marvin Carls-
en, prominent theorists and
researchers of world theater.

Richard Schechner present-
ed his views on the origin of
theater, different cultures and
rituals, as well as the impact
of technology on ritual and
tradition: I have participated
in ritual and religious cere-
monies of different cultures

Yz 5 Sl ool

my colleagues. Ritual, tradi-
tion, national capital were the
most important keywords that
we tried to realize.

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili,
Minister of Culture and Is-
lamic Guidance, said in this
ceremony: I believe that the
experience of holding Inter-
national Traditional and Ritual
Theater Festival has become a
new experience that they ac-
complished an important task
with the support of different
provinces and the efforts of
local and foreign artists. Un-
doubtedly, such actions are
worthy of special gratitude,
for which all festival officials

and countries and examining
them has always been very
attractive to me.

He also explained about the
impact of digital technolo-
gy on religion and tradition:
Digital technology will inev-
itably affect ritual and tradi-
tion, just as many years ago
with the advent of writing,
oral traditions that were once
everything only transmitted
orally, became written and
gained more power. But dig-
ital technology does not re-
place what existed before, but
rather they are placed togeth-
er. Our main challenge will be
with artificial intelligence.
Marvin Carlsen presented a
research on the study of Ira-
nian Ta'ziyeh and English cy-
cle dramas.

He explained: Almost every
English historian who has
studied ta'ziyeh performanc-
es in Iran has compared them
with medieval English cycle
dramas. Not only because
of their close links with re-
ligious ceremonies, but also
because of the similarity of
their basic structure, a series
of short plays with a variable
number and theme that came
together in a festival format.
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should be thanked. The effec-
tive presence of the Governor
of Golestan, the representa-
tives of the people of this prov-
ince in the Islamic Council, the
deputy of artistic affairs of the
Ministry of Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance, and the General
Directorate of Performing Arts
were able to provide a very ef-
fective role in holding the fes-
tival as well as possible.

He continued: We have to
pay attention to the various
subtleties of art. Our policy is
to expand the culture and art
of the country, but the policy
of the opponent is to silence
this field.

Every theater festival
must have a research
attachment

Esrafil Farajollahi, was
one of the attendees at the
closing ceremony of two
sections of the 21st Inter-
national Traditional and
Ritual Theater Festival in
Tabriz City.

He explained about the
importance of research in
theater: The research sec-
tion should exist in all fes-
tivals. Academic research
and reviews, as an attach-
ment of any festival, should
be continuously active
throughout the year. With
the addition of research in
the festivals, the quality
of performances are im-
proved, and the published
books and academic arti-
cles bring freshness to the
atmosphere of the festival.

The Armenian director: Iranians are warm
audiences

Iran Theater-Karen M. Echatrijan, the Armenian director of
"Carnival", called the International Traditional and Ritual Theat-
er Festival an opportunity to exchange cultures and considered
attending this event a memorable experience for his group. He
introduced Iranians and especially the people of North Khorasan
as warm audiences.

Karen M. Echatrijan, the director of the "Carnival" show from
Armenia, has participated in the puppet section of the 21st
International Traditional and Ritual Theater Festival hosted
by North Khorasan.

This director said about his presence in Iran: Although there
has been cultural and artistic exchange between Iran and Ar-
menia for many years, However, holding a festival of ritual
and traditional shows by using the language of art will be a
platform for exchanging cultures and is a very good opportu-
nity for Armenia to get to know the culture of Iran.

He continued: Even though the Armenian language was not
the native language of the audience and they were not fa-
miliar with it, they reacted and communicated well with the
show. Echatrijan is participating in this festival for the first
time: Participation in this festival doubled the group's moti-
vation to produce better and richer works, and we are trying
to show better works not only for Armenia but also for other
countries. Karen who has been watching the works of other
groups, welcomed the opportunity provided to exchange ex-
perience and gain information and said: Watching the works
of other groups was interesting to me and we were able to
communicate well with them.
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Performing in a country with the same lan-
guage is attractive
Iran Theater- The director of the ritual and traditional
theater group of Tajikistan talked about the experience of
performing in a country with the same language and He

described it as an attractive experience
% % %

Sohrab Sheikhov, head of the ritual and traditional show group
from Tajikistan, who participated in 2023 Traditional and
Ritual Theater Festival with the show "Tabib Parvaz", talked
about the importance of exchanging cultures in the festival:
Festivals provide conditions for artists to communicate with
various artists from other countries and learn from each oth-
er their customs and traditions. This cultural exchange allows
them to use their experiences of the culture and art of other
countries in their ritual and traditional performing arts.

He said that the experience of performing in a country with a
common language is attractive, adding: Performing in a coun-
try with the same language has been an honor for us and we
are happy that we were able to perform the show for Iranians.
Sheikhov explained that the show was adapted and directed
from a French dramatic play.

This Tajik artist recalled: "The festival has brought us the ritual
and traditional performances of Iran's beliefs and has made us
more familiar with the many artistic and cultural commonali-
ties with Iranians."

The 215t Traditional and Ritual Theater Festival will be held in
October 2023 in five provinces under the direction of Ahmed
Joulaie.
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