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Iran Theater-All of
Theater festivals in 33
provinces of Iran ended
with the participation of
480 theater troupes. And
the 35th Theatre Festival
Of Provinces lineup were
determined.

/[r‘:‘

Performances of 5719 stage artists in the Provincial festivals of Iran

Fadjr International Theater
Festival is undoubtedly the
most important theatrical
event of the country, which
has its roots in provincial
theater festivals.

The 35th Theatre Festival
Of Provinces was held from
October 28 to November 26,
2023.

The feature of this edition of
festivals was the street sec-
tion that was added . The fes-
tivals were held in 33 prov-

Iran Theater- Ismaeel
Khalaj, a veteran theater
artist, considered the lan-
guage of most of his plays
to be inspired from the
south of Tehran, which
are narrated in different
places such as houses,
markets, streets, coffee
houses, etc.

E

Esmaeel Khalaj is an Irani-
an playwright and film and
television writer, director
and actor. He was born in
Astara, but went to Tehran
and studied acting under
the Iranian acting teacher
and director, Abdolhos-
sein Nooshin. He started to

0l 4ebjs,

Esmaeel Khalaj on theater and performance

inces, and were welcomed by
the audience and artists, and
the winners of the street and
stage sections will compete
at the Fadjr Regional Theater
Festival.

The participation of a large
number of artists in this edi-
tion was very impressive and
the statistics show the pro-
gress and prosperity of the
country's theater.

Many applicants requested to
participate in the 35th provin-

write plays in the 1970s.
He is a jury members of the
playwriting section at the
second cultural heritage festi-
val, which is being held from
November 30 through De-
cember 1 at city of Qazvin.
The combination of the
language and literature of
street and bazaar people in
Khalaj's writings made his
works famous as "Ghahveh
khane/coffee house" plays;
Literature that has imspired
from the popular language
of the people.

Khalaj said about the
beginning of his theatrical
activity: "I was in the fourth
grade of primary school and
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cial theater festivals of Iran,
and 5719 artists made it to
this artistic event and com-
peted all over the country.
After open call for festivals,
1331 drama groups registered
their applications, 869 were
stage shows and 462 were
street shows. After reviewing,
480 plays made it to the festi-
vals. 283 were stage plays and
197 were street plays.

The jury in the provinces re-
viewed the works and finally

I was 11 years old when one
of my friends and I used
to go to Noor Cinema and
Dariush Cinema on Amirieh
St. We were sitting and tell-
ing the story to the children.
This was perhaps the first
spark of acting in me."

The artist added: "Actually,
I have been writing and per-
forming theater since I was
a teenager until I entered the
theater workshop in 1968
and formed a group with my
friends and theater became
more serious for us. Before
that time, we followed the
show seriously in Kakh -e-
Javanan. But participating
in the drama workshop gave
us another form of being in
the theater field."

Khalaj has started writing
Iranian plays since 1968:
"Since then, I have written
nearly 50 plays and directed
40 theaters."

Khalaj explained about his
plays: "My plays are not
all written in coffeehouse
Language , but the Ian-
guage of most of them is the
language of the southern
city and includes different
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130 shows were announced
as the winners of this great
national event, which include
75 stage shows and 55 street
shows.

After the participation of
these works in the region
festival, the winners will
compete in the 42nd Fadjr
International Theater Festival.
The 42nd Fadjr Theater
Festival will be held in
Tehran from 21st to 31th of
January 2024.

spaces of home, market,
street, etc. From the early
days of the formation of
our drama group, some-
times I sent the members
of the group to the street
and asked them to write
two pages of the dialogue
of people in the street and
the market for me, exactly
what they heard, and bring
them to the rehearsal. I re-
member, one day I tore up
all the notes that I got and
reminded my colleagues
that I only wanted to teach
you, how the atmosphere,
the way people talk and ex-
press themselves with each
other, and what kind of
acting and directing I think
about on stage."

The artist said: "With this
perspective and paying
attention to the environ-
ment around you, watching
every event in society, it
is as if you are watching a
show. This is a preparation
for you to master directing,
acting and writing well;
This is the way I used to
write plays and direct my

plays."

Mehdi Ashna gets award at Zhuhai International
Photography Exhibition

Iran Theater-Mehdi Ashna, an Iranian photographer, won

the gold medal of the 6™ Zhuhai International Photography

Exhibition in China for a photo of the show "Homework"'.
* % %

The selected photo is from the show "Homework" directed by
Amir Najafi, which was staged in 2018.

Mehdi Ashna, an experienced photographer, is a member of the Ira-
nian Press Photographers Association, Theater Photographers Asso-
ciation and FIAP International Photography Federation and is one
of the well-known photographers in the field of theater photography.
He has been the artistic director of many artistic events. He was the
jury member of the photo section and the executive director of the
36%, 37" and 40" Fadjr Theater Festivals, the director of the poster
and photo section of the International University Theater Festival, the
director of the photo and poster section of the 3 City Theater Festi-
val and the director of the artist's view section of the 3 Film Festival.
He has won various international and national awards: the first
place in the photo section of the 18™ Mubarak International Puppet
Show Festival in 2019, the winner of the 12th Taichung Festival
2023 (Taiwan), the winner of the someone Festival 2023 Tajik-
istan, the winner of the Canada Ontario Festival 2023, the winner
of'the othello circuit festival 2023, the winner of CAMPINA 2023
International Exhibition of Photography.

The exhibition is organized every year in collaboration with the
Federation Internationale de 1’Art Photographique (FIAP), the
Photographic Society of America (PSA) and Euro Foto Art (EFA).

"The Maids'" come to Tehran

Iran Theater-The stage reading performance '"The
Maids" directed by Maryam Abdoli will be on stage in
Ostad Entezami Theater Hall

Jean Genet ‘s "The Maids" translated by Farzaneh Sokoti and
directed by Maryam Abdoli, will be perform on Friday, December
1 at 17:00 for 60 minutes in the Ostad Entezami Hall.

It’s featuring Moazameh Yahyai, Maryam Abdoli and Baharak
Tavassoli and Farhnaz Asadi is narrator.Maryam Abdoli is an
Iranian actress and stage who studied directing and acting .

Jean Genet, a French criminal and social outcast turned
writer who, as a novelist, transformed obscene subject matter
into a poetic vision of the universe and, as a dramatist, became
a leading figure in the avant-garde theatre, especially the
Theatre of the Absurd.

The Maids is a 1947 play by the French dramatist Jean Genet. It
was first performed at the Théatre de I'Athénée in Paris in a pro-
duction that opened on 17 April 1947, which Louis Jouvet direct-
ed. Genet loosely based his play on the infamous sisters Christine
and Léa Papin, who brutally murdered their employer and her
daughter in Le Mans, France, in 1933. In an introduction written
for The Maids, Jean-Paul Sartre quotes a line from Genet's novel
Our Lady of the Flowers in which a character muses that if he had
a play written for women he'd cast adolescent boys in the parts.
Sartre then speculates on having this idea applied to The Maids.
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