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42nd
1‘ F
>4 8
INTERNATIONAL
THEATER FESTIUAL

Iran Theater-The second

session of the educational

workshop "Role of chorus

in classical Greek Dramas”

was held with emphasis on

the need to update and use

the drama methods of past

centuriesin this era.

* * ok

As reported by the pub-
lic relations office of the
42nd  FITF, the workshop
Section hosted Thanassis
Sarantos the prominent
Greek playwright and stage
director at the three days
of the festival. In a hall full

‘This is a Tragicom-
dey story about the
impact of war on
people's lives ":Vahid
Nafar on "Far Away"

of attendees, He shared his
experiences.

This drama workshop on
the topic of role of chorus
in classical Greek Dramas
and its impact on modern
theater hosted students
who have a bachelor's degree
in acting.

Sarantos, the Greek lecturer
of this workshop, empha-
sized the key role of the cho-
rus in the theater because of
the harmony and connection
they create between the au-
dience and the show.

The chorus in Classical
Greek drama was a group of
actors who described and
commented upon the main
action of a play with song,
dance, and recitation.

As he said in plays such as "
Oedipus Rex", the first part
of the trilogy "Oedipus at
Colonus"and "Antigone” writ-

ten by Sophocles, an ancient
Greek tragedian from the
fifth century BC, the chorus
have had a reputation that
can still be revived with a
new approach in the modern
to convey the message and
concept of the show.

On the first day of this
workshop, which was held
on Wednesday. Jan,24, the
students discussed the role
of music and singing and did
some rehearsal.

The second session of this
educational workshop was
about the practical rehearsal
that was held on Thursday.
Jan.25 in the City Theater of
Tehran.

The students attended
the workshop with instru-
ments such as tambou-
rine, drum, string, etc. and
were prepared for practi-
cal training in order to co-

Ali Ekbatani:
| tried to be with the
people of Gaza with
all of my heart

ordinate the performance
with the music.

Then parts of the play
"Oedipus Rex", the master-
piece of Sophocles, were
given to the students. They
practiced as a group to
perform a short part of the
chorus in this drama.

At the end of the workshop
on the second day, Thanas-
sis Sarantos asked the stu-
dents to prepare for a short
performance and workshop
on the third day, which will
be held on Friday, Jan.26.
The workshop, "Role and
place of the chorus in Clas-
sical Greek Dramas" will end
on Friday with performanc-
es by Iranian students who
will perform short parts of
"Oedipus Rex".

Born in Athens, Thanassis
Sarantos studied English
Literature in Athens, Acting
at the Carolos Koun Drama
Theater School in Athens
and Film Direction at the
New York Film Academy
on scholarships from the
Fulbright Foundation, the
Onassis Foundation and the
Greek Film Centre. While in
New York, he worked as an
actor and assistant direc-
tor under Robert Wilson.
The educational workshops
of the 42nd Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival are
being held from January
17th to January 31th, 2024
under the supervision of
Iraj Afshari -Asl in the City
Theater of Tehran.

Iran Theater- Vahid Nafar, the director of the "Far Away"
show, which is in the out of competition of the 42nd
Fadjr International Theater Festival, introduced it as a
Tragicomdey about the impact of war on people's lives.
*k k%
Written and directed by Vahid Nafar ,"Far Away" had
public performance in November 2023 and It was per-
formed on January 22 and 23 in City Theater of Teh-
ran during the Fadjr Theater Festival.
“Far Away is the story of a soldier who stepped on a
landmine and those around him are trying to send him
to his wedding party by neutralizing the landmine.”,
Vahid Nafar said on the story of his latest theater
experience. "The story of people who give life and
hope to others in the midst of war is more important
than dealing with war issues. In fact, showing people
whose human characteristicsarerevealed moreindif-
ficult situations is a theme that we are dealing with
in this show."
He emphasizes: "Far Away deals with characters
who lived during the war and their lives were affected
by war."
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Iran Theater- The Director of "Tamam", Ali Ekbatani says
that he tried with all of his heart to be with the people of
Gaza, and this show had only 30 rehearsals to participate
in the Fadjr Festival.

*k k%
As reported by the public relations office of the 42nd
FITF, "Tamam" from the student section of Fadjr
Theater Festival was staged at Hafez Hall on January
24,2024 at 18:00. The story follows a woman named
"Tamm" and how during war in Gaza she meets with
a terrible fate.
Ali Ekbatani says that | think the dramatic arts is
one of the highest arts, in other words it includes all
the arts and its main mission is to institutionalize a
thought.
He adds: "When | was following the news of Israel's
brutal attack on the Palestinian people, it seemed to
me that we look at the death toll as a number, when
each of these people was a human being and had a
family and had ideals in their heads So | decided to
explore the life of one them. A girl's life from her own
words."
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Iran Theater- Parham Khakzad believes that the most im-
portant theatrical events in Iran are students festivals,
because the works of this generation are full of creativity
and new ideas.

* k%
The play "Behind the Door" directed by Parham Kha-
kzad is performed in the student section of the Fad-
jr Festival and was staged on January 24 in the main
hall of Molavi Hall. It recently won the People's choice
award at the Ham Aghaz Festival.

"l am not interested in explaining about my works,
because a show is produced for the audience and |
prefer to say my words in my works.", Khakzad says
on his show.

He goes on to say: "In the last two years, like many oth-
er students, | follow to hold the student festival again. |
am happy that the student section has been added in the
FITF. | hope that independent student theater festivals
will be supported as well."

There are challenges for the production team and the di-
rector to stage a student show like "Behind the Door".
Khakzaed explains: "There are many difficulties for
young theater troupes. There is no support for rehears-
al place, but | will continue my activities independently.
Festivals provide an opportunity to be seen. Therefore,
there is a need to increase the number of student theater
events. "

Khakzad is optimistic about the student section:
"Many art lovers see theater in the festival and this is
a positive thing. The audience is the priority for pro-
duction of any show. Apart from entertaining the audi-
ence, we must be able to engage their mind and leave
an impression on them. "

Alireza Tajik on the
42nd FITF and his
Street Theater Epi-

lepsy

Iran Theater- The director of "Epilepsy", Alireza Tajik be-
lieves that there is a variety of subjects and performances
in the FITF 2024 and this is one of the attractions of this
year's Fadjr festival.

*k Kk %k
The street theater competition of the 42nd Fadjr Theat-
er Festival has hosted more than a hundred performanc-
es from various theater troupes from all over the country
from January 22 until February 1, 2024.
This is the first time that Alireza Tajik participates in Fadjr
Festival. He explains that The story of "Epilepsy" is about
the bombing of two schools in Borujerd city in 1986 and the
killing of 68 students, including the students of the Shahid
Fayazbakhsh special school. The unknown fate of Hossein,
one of the students with epilepsy in this bombing, and his
mother's longings are the main subject of our show.
This artist goes on to say : "In Epilepsy which is per-
formed with seven actors, we have tried to make a mod-
ern work with a more thoughtful design of space and
movement, as well as moving away from the classic ex-
ample of street theater."
The 42nd FITF is underway in Tehran.
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