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42nd
FADJR
INTERNATIONAL
THERTERFESTIUAL

DAILY PUBLICATION

Iran Theater- Shahram
Zargar, jury of the play-
writing competition of the
42nd Fadjr International
Theater Festival, stating
that the play should not be
only about everyday life, he
considers the criteria of a
good play to be the proper
characterization, appropri-
ate dialogue, and grace.

380 play were applied
for participation in the
playwriting competi-
tion, which ~ Shahram
Zargar, Ayoub Aghakhani
and Seyed Hossein Fa-
daei-Hossein were the ju-
rors of this section.

Shahram Zargar explained

about this competitive
section that "since there
was no subject limit in the
festival call, playwrights
with different views and
diverse topics applied and
sent their works to the
secretariat.

The artist clarified: "Fes-
tivals that are theme-ori-
ented and have a specific
title; They are always more
successful in attracting
works because the works
are written for the frame-
work of the festival and
its theme, and this makes
the playwrights to present
better works by focusing
more on one theme. "

He added: "Unfortunately,
we did not see any prom-
ising works in this sec-
tion. Only the numbers of
works was large and this
made the work of judging

difficult. "

Shahram Zargar explained
about standards of judg-
ing: "No opinion is ever
imposed on the jurors to
review the works. And
there are always basic
standards and criteria in
this field. A show in any
form and genre should
have proper characteriza-
tion, appropriate dialogue
and attractive content. In
fact, the show should have
something to say and the
playwright should not just
record everyday life. "
He further pointed out
the appropriate criteria
for the play to be print-
ed: "Since the selected
plays will be published,
regardless of any restric-
tive view, the standards of
printed text were also in-
cluded in the judging. Be-

cause the selected plays
must also have a stand-
ard print format."

This translator and uni-
versity lecturer added:
"However, these waorks
do not show our capa-
bility in the field of play-
writing, and we hope that
the playwrights who do
not attend the festivals
for any reason; They will
soon write new plays to
turn some of our despair
into hope."

He stated that the play is
a text for performance;
He explained: “I think
that the 42nd Fadjr In-
ternational Theater Fes-
tival should be perfor-
mance-oriented in the
playwriting competition,
and the plays should
be judged based on the
performance, not based
on the text on paper.
In choosing a play, one
should pay attention to
how much a text benefits
from stage standards.
Perhaps it is easier to
judge in this way."
Shahram Zargar contin-
ued: “However, The good
or bad performance also
depends on its director.
There are directors who,
with the help of perfor-
mance form and creativ-
ity, produce outstanding
works from weak play,
and there are directors
who stage a weak perfor-
mance from a good play.

Roozbeh Hosseini:
The high quality of
Theater shows in
province is surprising

Iran Theater- Roozbeh Hosseini, a member of the selection
committee of Stage review competition at FITF, empha-
sized that surprisingly, the quality of the productions in the
provinces was better than the performances in Tehran.

%k kK
The Iranian theater competition includes three sections:
"Stage Review", "News" and "Regional Winners". Hossein
Masafer Astaneh, Mahmoudreza Rahimi and Roozbeh
Hosseini were the members of the selection committee
for stage Review competition.
A playwright and stage director, Hosseini said about the meth-
od of evaluating the applicant's performances: Many filmed
stage productions were sent to the secretariat to participate in
the stage review competition, but unfortunately, approximately
20% of them did not have the sufficient sound and image quali-
ty to fairly evaluate the show in terms of audio and visual.
He added : "l hope that theater troupes will pay attention
to the quality of the films sent from their performances
for next year, because due to time limitation, some works
cannot be watched two or three times."
Hosseini emphasized that new stage artists choose tried
rules in performance method, So they have nothing new
to say in terms of form and creative content.
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Narges Yazdi:
We must build a
bridge between

research and

performance

Iran Theater- the manager of the research section of the
42nd Fadjr International Theater Festival, Narges Yazdi said
that when we can create an ideal event that a bridge be-
tween research and performance is built.

k kK
This section has received special attention from the fes-
tival officials in recent years and efforts are being made
to select the best researches to present to theater artists
and art lovers and to support and enrich Iranian theater.
Regarding the subject of the 2024 research section, Yazdi
said: "The main topic was about theater festivals, especial-
ly the Fadjr International Theater Festival and the compar-
ative study of this event with other festivals."
She continued: "Based on the issues raised in order to pres-
entresearches, nearly 80 applicants registered to participate,
and finally 50 abstracts were sent to the secretariat. 18 works
were selected in the first stage; Among these, 16 researches
reached us in full form and finally 3 works were introduced to
be presented in the festival." She explained about the innova-
tive ideas section: "In this section, ideas on how to hold the
Fadjr Theater Festival in the coming years were supposed to
be presented. 9 ideas were sent to the secretariat, but none
of them were selected by the selection board. "
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Ali -Mohamad Radmansh:
Theater can be a major breakthrough

Iran Theater- Ali -Mohammad Radmanesh is optimistic
about the country's street theater and believes that this
kind of show can be very helpful in various matters.

The street theater competition of Fadjr Festival will be held with
the participation of 20 shows among the 197 works applying to
participate in this event from all over the country. Ali- Moham-
mad Radmanesh, Asghar Khalili and Ali- Asghar Khatibzadeh as
members of the selection committee introduced the lineup.
Radmanesh said about how the shows were chosen: "There
was a wonderful reception from active street theater artists
across the country. Submitted works can be divided into three
parts; Firstis the works that were chosen by other festivals and
regional festivals. The second part are new productions and
the third part are the works that were present in other festivals
and were neglected due to the terms of the call. The full lineup
has high quality. Also, some of the shows that are considered
new productions can contain interesting points because they
originate from the high vision and thought of their group. "
Radmanesh also said about the importance of Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival: "This festival has introduced young
talentsto the whole in these years. The festival and the street
theater competition is very important for the artists of this
fieldlt has contributed to the development of artists and
played an important role in the livelihood of street theater
artists. The street theater section in Fadjr festival made the
researchers of street theater grow and some of them trans-
late and write books and all this shaped the street theater. |
am optimistic about the future of street theater in the coun-
tryand|lam sure that it can be very helpful in various matters."

Asghar Khalili:
Fadjr Festival is a
showcase for Iranian
Theater

Iran Theater- Asghar Khalili, a member of the selection
committee of the 42nd Fadjr Theater Festival's street
theater competition, said about the importance of this
Fesitval: "The 2024 FITF has been the showcase of
Iranian Theater since the first edition and has always
created trends.”
%k kK

Asghar Khalili said about the reception of artists from
the street theater section: "The presented statistics
show the level of reception of artists from the festival.
187 works were sent to the secretariat for the street show
section. Of course, many of the submitted works were
not new productions and had previously participated in
other festivals. Nevertheless, there were more than fifty
new works that have been prepared to participate in 2024
FITF. Our most important criterion for selecting shows
was the quality of the works. The artistic director of the
festival also emphasized on .and the number of works in
the competition section was not raised at all.

Khalili continued: "We will see some significant works in
the 2024 FITF. Of course, the street show is very depend-
ent on the "moment” and | hope ".that theatrical troupes
can be successful in performing these shows.
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