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42nd

FAD
INTERNATIONAL
THERTER FESTIUAL

Iran Theater- The Armenian
artist and lecturer of the
educational workshops at
the 42nd Fadjr International
Theater Festival, talkes
about the numerous
performances of Iranian
artists in Armenian
festivals and he is familiar
with the dramatic arts
of Iran.
%k %k %k
The educational workshops
of the 42nd Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival are
one of the most impor-
tant side bars of this grand
event, which is moderated
by eight Iranian and foreign

lecturers this year.

Educational workshops are
being held with some prom-
inent figures in the theater:
Massoud Fortoon from Iran,
Hayek Esrafilian from Arme-
nia, Armen Sarkissian from
Armenia, Thanassis Saran-
tos from Greece, Saeed Zeh-
ni, Bahram Ebrahimi, Farhad
Mohandespour and Mehrdad
Rayani- Makhsos from Iran.
Armenian theater director
and teacher; Armen Sark-
issian expresses his satis-
faction with his trip to Iran
after the first session of the
his acting training workshop
‘Comparison of Grotowski's
and Chekhov's acting meth-
ods" which was held on the
morning of Monday, Janu-
ary 22 at the City Theater
of Tehran. "l am happy that
| organized this training
workshop with a number of

students and acting enthusi-
asts. When | decided to hold
a workshop at Fadjr Festival,
| decided to choose a topic
that would be attractive to
theater lovers. So | think one
of the best topics about acting
was to compare the acting
methods of Grotevwski and
Chekhov.”, Armen Sarkissian
says.

He explains about the main
topics raised in this work-
shop as well as its main
topic: "The most important
difference between Jerzy
Grotowski 's and Chekhov's
acting methods is that in
Grotowski 's method, actions
and functions are done with
the actor's body, and The
Chekhov's acting Technique,
it seeks to ground emotion
through physical gesture.
In fact, in this workshop, we
tried to identify this differ-

ence and also the various
functions that these meth-
ods create in the perfor-
mance of an actor, and to
experience it with each
other."

The artist said about the
interaction with the young
students in this workshop:
‘holding this workshop was
a good and very interesting
experience for me. At the
beginning, when we start-
ed the work, the students
had no knowledge of my
method as an Armenian
director, so it took a while
for them to find themselves
and understand what the
work and my method is like,
but after a while, All of them
participated and the work
went well. Most of the par-
ticipants were willing to talk
and work with me after the
end of the workshop."
This theater teacher talks
about his familiarity with
the conditions of theater
in Iran: "Because there
is a variety of perform-
ing arts in Iran, it is not
possible to make a brief
correct statement, but
fortunately, several plays
by Iranian directors have
been performed in Arme-
nian theater festivals in
recent years, which are
always appreciated and |
have enjoyed them."
Armen Sarkissian held his
second training workshop
ondJan, 23 in the City Theat-
er of Tehran.

Alireza Nasehi: We
examine social
issues in Say Nothing” |

i

Iran Theater- The director of street show "Say Noth-
ing", Alireza Nasehi considers the play to examine so-
cial issues such as addiction and crime.

* k%
A production of Theater troupe from Tehran, "Say Noth-
ing" deals with social issues and addiction and crime.
Stating that the show "Say Nothing" has a social theme,
Alireza Nasehi said: "Many of the problems that found
in the society were rooted in the family, and this street
show also deals with consequences of marrying an ad-
dict and how an addict raises a child, even sometimes
the child of an addicted family does not want to live in
such conditions, But society and living conditions pres-
sure this person to say nothing, and the title of the show
is inspired by this".
This artist explained about his directing method: "l tried
to use the creative drama method in Say Nothing, and so
| used my hands as a parent and | played the role of the
child of the family."
Alireza Nasehi who is a playwrith of his show added:
"Considering that pantomime is a very good format for
street performances, | also used this technique in this
show."
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Seyed Hossein
Fadaei- Hossein:
"Social issues are

not favorite themein
the play”
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Iran Theater- The jury of the 42nd Fadjr playwriting com-
petition, Seyed Hossein Fadaei -Hossein, considered the
artistic, fresh and surprising approach to the subject and
the technical quality of the play as one of the priorities of
judging the works.

*k kK
Fadjr playwriting competitionis one of the sections in which 380
works applied for participation.
Shahram Zargar, Ayoub Aghakhani and Seyed Hossein Fa-
daei-Hossein were the members of the playwriting section jury
and the winners were announced at the opening ceremony of
the 2024 FITF.
Writer, translator and director, Seyed Hossein Fadaei-Hossein
explained about the quality of 380 plays submitted to Fadjr: "The
quality of the plays was classified into three categories: weak,
average and good, as in the previous years. Most of them were
average works and good work was the least. This statistic sug-
gests that Iranian theater has weakness in narrative. "
He said: "The most important feature of the plays, which was not
considered good, was dealing with repeated topics and they are
not related to social conditions and social issues."
He expected that the playwright have the motivation to deal with
new themes in a novel and fresh format with fluent language.
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Afshin Zamani
on the play"
Nightmares of
prince Ejbari"

Iran Theater-Afshin Zamani's "Nightmares of prince Ejbari"

will be performed in Fadjr Iran Theater Competition. He

considers his show to be a work based on Iranian historical

characters with the concept of criticizing power.

%k %k ok

A playwright and director from Tehran, Afshin Zamani compete
with his new play in the review section of Iran theater competition.
"Nightmares of prince Ejbari" will be staged on Tuesday,
January 23, at 18:00 and 21:00 at the Iranshahr Theater
complex. “This show, which took place before Rapid or
a man who had both his hands full of blood when he was
born, formed a part of a trilogy based on Iranian historical
characters, along with Rapid or a man...and it is a criticism
of power based on a historical narrative. “ zamani says, "As
you know, Iranians have unintentionally intertwined their
lives with politics, so when | decided to perform a trilogy,
my intention was to choose a concept that is similar to the
daily life of Iranians, imbued with politics, but can be per-
formed in any society and any historical period. Therefore,
it seemed to me that the concept of criticism of poweris a
concept that is always open to talk about. These days | am
practicing the third part of this trilogy which examines the
life of Agha Mohammad Khan Qajar.”
He adapted the acclaimed novel Prince Ehtejab written by
Houshang Golshiri to write the play Nightmares of Prince
Ejbari, which was performed with the title Prince Ehtejab
in 2018 at Hamon Theater.
Zamani said: “I went too far from Prince Ehtejab by explor-
ing the nature of dramaturgy on the original play and only
a few characters' names remained from the novel and new
characters were created that changed path of the story.”
This theater teacher talks about his familiarity with the condi-
tions of theaterin Iran: "Because there is a variety of perform-
ingartsin Iran, itis not possible to make a brief correct state-
ment, but fortunately, several plays by Iranian directors have
been performed in Armenian theater festivalsinrecentyears,
which are always appreciated and | have enjoyed them."

Interview with Amir
Rajabpour, Director | |
of Fire of Love 42 A

).

Iran Theater- Amir Rajabpour, the director of the play
"Fire of Love", thinks about his theater as a story about
the conflict between love and nature.

* k%
"Fire of Love" is a production of Qazvin; which is per-
formed in Fadjr street theater competition and accord-
ing to its director, it is based on music and form.
Written and directed by Amir Rajabpour, it is a 23 min-
utes long and will be performed on Jan. 24-25 of Bah-
man at 11:00 in the Razi Culture Center and at 18:00 in
Rudaki open area.
"In the last few years, we have seen an increase in for-
est fires and volunteers to control them.” Rajabpur says,
"Our show also tells the story of a young wife who is a
member of one of these groups and goes to the forest
with the group to extinguish the fire, but unfortunately
she dies. In fact, the life of a person who loves her part-
ner and on the other hand loves the environment is told
in this show. "
He goesontosay: "This show is based on music and form
and non-verbal, and Because of the special effects, the
show should be performed at night."
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